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Carpentier Classification of MR

Carpentier. JTCVS.1983. 86: 323-337
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MV Repair - Moderate IMR

ÅShould you fix?

ÅHow much MR ?

ÅWhich ring?

ÅWhat size? 

ÅDoes it help?

ÅWhen to replace?

ÅAncillary Procedure?
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IMR: Arguments for Repairing Valve

ÅCABG alone not sufficient

ÅMR progresses

ÅAlleviating MR provides the greatest chance for 

reverse LV remodeling

ÅMV repair doesnôt add that much to the surgery
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IMR: Arguments for Ignoring IMR

ÅCABG can alleviate significant MR

ÅRepair adds complexity

ÅHistorical Mortality  15-20% for CABG/MVR

ÅRepair of MVR doesnôt help in the long-term

5



The Bluhm Cardiovascular Institute

Northwestern

Survival (+SE) After Diagnosis 

According to Presence

1 2 3 4 5

P<0.001

MI without MR

MI with MR

38+5

61+6

Grigione . Circulation. 2001; 103. 1759
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